Unit 5 – Airborne  | Reading „How Flight 447 disappeared“
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How Flight 447 disappeared
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En route from Rio to Paris, the Airbus A330-203 crashed after running into a high-altitude thunderstorm hours after departure. The latest report by French investigators
says pilots struggled to control the aircrat as it stalled, gave false speed readings and then plunged 38,000 into the ocean. The captain was on a break when
problems began and the report concludes his co-pilots did not have the training to deal with malfunctioning equipment. Air France denies its pilots were to blame.
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Air investigators have been able to explain the exact circumstances of the crash thanks to the discovery in May of the fight's two black box recorders. Although 50
bodies and hundreds of pieces of the aircrat - including part of the tail - were found in the days after the crash in 2009, the bulk of the plane, the rest of the victims'
bodies and the crucial cockpit voice recorder and flight data recorder were not discovered until spring this year.
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Two years of deep-sea searches
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The search technology

Remora 6000
ME‘";S Remote operated vehicle
1,000 Foam body for buoyancy.
Thrusters Find out more about
2000 underwater robots
-3,000
g Manipulators
Approx depth of P
wreckage found
~4,000] Remus 6000 Navigation
Autonomous underwater Acoustic .
Venicle commurications | Temperature GPS/wifi antenna
-5,000
Maximum
6,000 Two-bladed:
emus Romara propeller
0001 mages not o scale Electronic  Side-scan sonar Camera strobe light
Sourcs: Phoenix Intetnational, Hydrold Navigation

‘The main tools used in this year's successful search were Remus 6000s. These torpedo-shaped robots can travel for up to 22 hours, scanning the sea bed with sonar
and imaging a halF-mile-wide swath with every pass. The next stage of the mission involved Remora 6000s, which helped retrieve what was found. The remote operated
vehicle prepared objects on the sea bed ready for winching to the surface




